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Synopsis

The increased military employment of remotely operated aerial vehicles, also known as drones, has
raised a wide variety of important ethical questions, concerns, and challenges. Many of these have
not yet received the serious scholarly examination such worries rightly demand. This volume
attempts to fill that gap through sustained analysis of a wide range of specific moral issues that arise
from this new form of killing by remote control. Many, for example, are troubled by the impact that
killing through the mediated mechanisms of a drone half a world away has on the pilots who fly
them. What happens to concepts such as bravery and courage when a war-fighter controlling a
drone is never exposed to any physical danger? This dramatic shift in risk also creates conditions of
extreme asymmetry between those who wage war and those they fight. What are the moral
implications of such asymmetry on the military that employs such drones and the broader questions
for war and a hope for peace in the world going forward? How does this technology impact the likely
successes of counter-insurgency operations or humanitarian interventions? Does not such
weaponry run the risk of making war too easy to wage and tempt policy makers into killing when
other more difficult means should be undertaken? Killing By Remote Control directly engages all of
these issues. Some essays discuss the just war tradition and explore whether the rise of drones
necessitates a shift in the ways we think about the ethics of war in the broadest sense. Others
scrutinize more specific uses of drones, such as their present use in what are known as "targeted
killing" by the United States. The book similarly tackles the looming prospect of autonomous drones
and the many serious moral misgivings such a future portends."A path-breaking volume! BJ
Strawser, an internationally known analyst of drone ethics, has assembled a broad spectrum of
civilian and military experts to create the first book devoted to this hot-button issue. This important
work represents vanguard thinking on weapon systems that make headlines nearly every day. It will
catalyze debates policy-makers and military leaders must have in order to preserve peace and
protect the innocent. - James Cook, Department Chair/Head of Philosophy, US Air Force Academy
"The use of 'drones’ (remotely piloted air vehicles) in war has grown exponentially in recent years.
Clearly, this evolution presages an enormous explosion of robotic vehicles in war - in the air, on the
ground, and on and under the sea. This collection of essays provides an invaluable contribution to
what promises to be one of the most fundamental challenges to our assumptions about ethics and
warfare in at least the last century. The authors in this anthology approach the ethical challenges
posed by these rapidly advancing technologies from a wide range of perspectives. Cumulatively,
they represent an essential overview of the fundamental ethical issues involved in their

development. This collection makes a key contribution to an urgently needed dialogue about the



moral questions involved." - Martin L. Cook, Adm. James B. Stockdale Professor of Professional
Military Ethics, Professor Leadership & Ethics, College of Operational & Strategic Leadership, U.S.
Naval War College
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Customer Reviews

[...]This article is about Dr. Strawser’s philosophy, albeit with Strawser characterized under the
pseudonym 'Peter Veld'. Key passage: 'He argues that philosophy can happen only in a state of
leisure, which he defines somewhat narrowly as freedom from fear of immediate danger and death.
Since the most physically dangerous part of a drone operator’s job is probably his commute to the
base where he spends his day in front of the computer, as Peter and | spend our days, he now has
the gift of leisure to reflect on his actions. From this observation follows the most radical claim in
Peter’s essay, that "as technology makes warfare more leisurely it has, for the first time, the chance
to be genuinely and complexly philosophical." Insulated from their deaths on the field of battle,
soldiers may now think. Nevertheless, it remains their "existential purpose" as soldiers to kill people.
This, thinks Peter, causes emotional and intellectual difficulties for them, and for him. Yet these
difficulties are but a prelude to philosophy. Peter glimpses a future in which our American watrriors,
physically remote from the theater of engagement, will be able, to a degree unusual in the history of
warfare, to deliberate on the propriety of killing, and will become philosophers in their own right,
debating the reasons behind their actions, just as Peter might have once simulated a debate on the

propriety of torturing a suspect or dropping a bomb.Don’t blame me if this sounds ludicrous. I'm not



making this part up. | too want to critique Peter, to debate him. His concept of leisure, for instance,

is already a somewhat vexed rendering of the already vexed Greek word scholA©® used by Aristotle.
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